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PRESS RELEASE N. 20
The Birdwatching Fair opens in Comacchio

Tomorrow the Po Delta Park convention on biodiversity and the first demand-offer meeting on tourism

COMACCHIO (FE). It has opened today (Friday April 28th) at 10.30 a.m. the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair third edition, set up along Fattibello riverbank in Comacchio. This is about the European most important appointment dedicated to nature tourism, as the President of the Po Delta Park Emilia-Romagna Valter Zago points out. It is also witnessed by the participation of the main Italian and European environmental associations and the presence, among the stands, of the leading companies in birdwatching and sustainable tourism. 

The exhibition has been inaugurated through the cut of the ribbon by Sveva Sagramola, Geo & Geo (Rai 3 programme on the environment) TV presenter. Sveva Sagramola has underlined the importance of this event as far as education is concerned, for the occasion it represents for children to get in touch with nature. She also reminds that the world most important naturalists had once been ornithologists. Then the welcome by the Major of Comacchio Cristina Cicognani has followed together with the speeches by Giancarlo Malacarne, President of DELTA 2000, Valter Zago, President of the Delta Park, Piergiorgio Dall’Acqua, President of the Province of Ferrara, the local authority for Research at the University of the Province of Ravenna, Antonio Penso, and also by the local authority for Environment and Sustainanle Development, Lino Zanichelli, talking about the importance of bringing new life in the commitment to preservation and improvement of the wetlands, reminding that the Po Delta is the most important in the Region. 

A great relevance also to the International acknowledgement given to China for a research on birdwatching. Giancarlo Malacarne, Sveva Sagramola together with Marco Lambertini (Birdlife International) and Elena D’Andrea (Lipu) have given a 10000 € cheque to Mrs Ma ka-Wai, a representative of the Chinese birdwatchers. At 1:00 p.m. at the ancient building 

Manifattura dei Marinatithe photography exhibition “Glanzlichter 2006” has been officially opened and it will be present up to May 1st. The review collects a hundred of action shots by the best wildlife photographers all around Europe. In the afternoon, at Palazzo Bellini, the National convention promoted by Legambiente ‘Monitoring and management of wildfowl heritage: the situation in Italy’. 

Today’s schedule. From 9.30 a.m. at Convention hall Pavilion A, the demand-offer meeting entitled “Bird Travel Trade” and arranged by Chiara Ronchi’s initiatives in tourism will take place. This is about the first trade meeting in Europe, important in particular for the Provinces of Emilia-Romagna. Eleven tour operators coming from Canada, Usa, Holland, Bulgaria, Belgium, Germany and UK, will meet over a hundred Italian companies working in tourism, ready to export the attractions of the Italian tourism heritage and to improve their business. 
At 10:00 the convention of the Po Delta Park Emilia - Romagna on the importance of biodiversity, bringing some of the most authoritative Italian and foreign experts to a face-off on the theme. As much as historical and artistic values, Italian naturalistic values and the biodiversity of the European wetlands, the Po Delta in particular, represent an incomparable value for the Mediterranean basin. In the course of the works, the current state  of biodiversity in Italy and in Europe will be considered and proposals as well as other solutions aiming at studying and preserving this important common heritage will be worked out. In the afternoon, the debate will go on in a “round table” on a very controversial issue, scheduled as “Bird flu”, trying to raise the everything but easy connection between the real scientific dimension of the phenomenon and the emotional aspects coming from it. 

Tomorrow’s programme:

6,00 – 9,00 am

Theoretical-practical workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Milko Marchetti and Sergio Stignani

departure from Comacchio - Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to the Vallette di Argenta

 9,30 – 12,15 am

Birdwatching Travel Trade, offer-demand trade workshop for tourism operators 

Convention hall, Pav. A.

 10,00 am – 18,30 pm


Biodiversity is life. Countdown 2010: the safeguard of biodiversity in the wet areas. Technical-scientific convention arranged by the Po Delta Park Emilia-Romagna

Sala Polivalente, Palazzo Bellini

 10,00 – 12,00 am

The Po Delta rare birds theoretical lesson on bird identification by EBN Italy 

Stand EBN,Exhibition Village; in the field at 2,30 pm

 10,00 am– 1,00 pm 

Theoretical workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Roberto Zaffi and Luciano Piazza

workshop room, Palazzo Bellini

 10,00 am– 1,30 pm

In the field Laboratory of Wildlife photography The spring time map by Legambiente
departure from Comacchio – Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to Valle Mandriole and Punte Alberete

 10,00 am – 1,30 pm 

 In the field workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Maurizio Bonora and Roberto Sauli
departure from Comacchio - Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to the Valli di Comacchio

 12,30 am – 1,30 pm

Sustainable Tourism: facts, not only words –Concrete actions in the Po Delta Park and in Europe. Press Conference organised by Legambiente Turismo

Convention hall, Pav. A.

 2,30 –5,00 pm

Theoretical workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Maurizio Bonora and Roberto Sauli

workshop room, Palazzo Bellini

 2,30 –5,30 pm 

In the field Wildlife LaboratoryThe spring time map by Legambiente
departure from Comacchio – Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to Valle Mandriole and Punte Alberete

 2,30 –5,30 pm 

In the field workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Milko Marchetti and Sergio Stignani
departure from Comacchio – Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to Valle Mandriole and Punte Alberete

2,30 –5,30 pm 

In the field workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Luciano Piazza and Roberto Zaffi

departure from Comacchio - Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to the Valli di Comacchio

 3,30 –5,30 pm

Inauguration of the Oasis Volta Scirocco

free shuttle departing from Comacchio –Fair, bus stop area, via Marina upon reservation

 3,30 –4,30 pm

Prize ward of the Birdgardening Contest by DELTA 2000 & LIPU

Convention hall, Pav. A.

 3,30 –7,30 pm

Francesco Patrizi from Kerso (1529-1597) study-day in collaboration with the Renaissance Study Centre and Ferrara University 

Auditorium of the civic Library, “L.A. Muratori”, Palazzo Bellini

 5,00 –6,00 pm


Birdwatching course theoretical lessons in class held by LIPU. Stand LIPU, Exhibition Village; in the field at 10,00 on May 1st 

 6,30 pm

A taste of Nature, by night excursion to Mesola, possibility of typical dinner in occasion of the Festival of the Asparagus and by night excursion to the Boscone della Mesola

departure from Comacchio –Fair, bus stop area, via Marina per Mesola 

 7,30 pm

Music Aperitif, the students of the Istituto Musicale “Giuseppe Verdi” Ravenna in concert.

Loggia dei Mercanti, Comacchio

 9,00 pm


Harmonies from the Delta  screening of photographic images by Roberto Sauli

Piazzetta Trepponti, nearby the ancient Pescheria (Fishmonger’s shop)

9,30 pm


Festival of ornithological reportage  Prize award ceremony.  Francesco Petretti naturalist from GEO &GEO.

Sala Polivalente, Palazzo Bellini

Thanks Nature  screening of photographic images by Guerrino Gori

Piazzetta Trepponti, nearby the ancient Pescheria (Fishmonger’s shop)



